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THE HONOURABLE C. RAYMOND HARRIS
It is with profound sadness, honour, love and a heavy heart that I announce the passing of
my loving and devoted husband of 30 years. My best friend. Ray Harris.
Over a career spanning almost 50 years Ray has enriched Hamilton with his enthusiastic
support of a variety of endeavours – all aimed at making Hamilton a better place. Whether
it was giving the little guy a voice in our judicial system as a storefront lawyer, helping
ordinary people in struggles against City Hall, supporting the arts with time and talent,
beautifying downtown Hamilton, breaking a 50 year legal impasse between Hamilton and
the Port, dispensing justice from his common-sense perspective as a Justice of the
Superior Court, or making sure disadvantaged kids got a shot at success – Ray has been
a driving force.
Ray played a central role in community organizations and activism in the 1970’s during
what is known as the “York Boulevard Urbanization Plan” in Hamilton. In this capacity, Ray
helped organize displaced home and business owners and established a series of probono community legal clinics and was instrumental in the formation and implementation of
the Ontario Legal Aid Plan. As such, Ray was a pioneer in recognizing and addressing the
issue of access to justice for all residents of Ontario.
As Chair of the Hamilton Downtown BIA, Ray worked tirelessly to return the downtown to
its former glory. From his offices on the top floor of the Royal Connaught Hotel overlooking
the Gore, Ray fought for the restoration of the old Gore Park Fountain and spearheaded a
fundraising drive that brought the historic monument back to life.
As Chairman of the Hamilton Harbour Commission, Ray led, and resolved to the City of
Hamilton’s and the Federal Government’s satisfaction, the long-standing dispute
concerning the jurisdiction, ownership and management of the City of Hamilton harbour
lands, thus ending a complicated dispute that had plagued the harbour lands for decades.
Ray provided countless hours to the task at the Hamilton Harbour Commission, at no
small cost to his law practice; but in typical Ray Harris determination, he selflessly saw the
job through to a successful conclusion.
Ray has been a supporter and participant of the performing arts in our community as an
actor (both amateur and professional), producer, director, stage hand and curtain-puller.

Ray has been involved in community theatre in Hamilton, most notably with the Hamilton
Players’ Guild, and Hamilton Theatre Inc. In addition, Ray organized, produced and
directed the Hamilton Lawyers’ Club in various productions, such as Twelve Angry Men, to
great public success.
Following his highly acclaimed appointment as Superior Court Justice, Ray set about
delivering the same blend of compassion, common sense and street smarts that has been
the hallmark of his career as a litigator. Always the champion of the underdog, Ray’s
decisions reflected his abhorrence of violence and bullying. He took a no-nonsense
approach to sentencing those who terrorized the weak and addicted. His decision in a
2008 sentencing of a violent crack dealer earned Ray editorial and wide-spread
community praise. His decisions in civil matters equally reflected his sense of balance and
fairness.
In conjunction with the Hamilton Community Foundation and other concerned Hamilton
lawyers, Ray established a fund to aid and benefit the children of the City of Hamilton. All
proceeds from Hamilton Lawyers’ Club theatrical productions, as well as donations from
other fundraising events are now dedicated to this fund, which is at this time substantial in
nature and growing every year. This has not only raised the public profile of the Hamilton
bench and bar, but has generated an additional and much-needed funding source for the
charitable endeavours carried on by the Lawyers’ Legacy for Children.
I pay great tribute to the staff at St. Peter’s at Chedoke Long Term Care. Their kindness,
care and compassion have been greatly appreciated. I also thank our amazing PSW for
her dedication to Ray’s well being. As well, I thank our fantastic family and friends for their
love and support through this difficult time.
Ray leaves behind his family and his many supportive and wonderful friends who will all
greatly miss him. As well as my broken heart.
In accordance with Ray’s wishes, cremation has already taken place. In lieu of flowers and
if friends so desire, memorial donations may be made to The Lawyers’ Legacy for
Children in Hamilton, or The Hamilton SPCA in Ray’s honour and greatly appreciated.
Please join me in a Celebration of Ray’s Life at Ancaster Mill, 548 Old Dundas Rd.,
Ancaster on Thursday, May 30th from 6 p.m. – 9 p.m.
With Love from his Bride
https://hbspca.com/donate/ways-to-donate/
https://www.hamiltoncommunityfoundation.ca/grants/grant/lawyers-legacy-children/
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548 Old Dundas Rd., Ancaster, ON, CA, L9G 3J4

Comments

“

In 1965 when Ray and family were living in Burlington, he took an afternoon and
drove me into Hamilton and helped me buy my first guitar, then helped me learn how
to play it. I hadn't seen Ray since 1986, but will never forget him.
My condolences Sheree and Todd.
.. Greg Alletson

Greg Alletson - May 15, 2019 at 07:50 PM

“

Beth: Our deepest condolences to you on this loss. Ray's selfless efforts during his
life time have left us with a better community. His accomplishments were many. But
at the same time, throughout his life, Ray was also kind, caring, thoughtful and, a
best friend to many. His quick wit and sense of humour were legendary. Virtually
every memory we have of Ray comes with a smile.
What a legacy...
Mike Lamont, Shelley Newman and Family.

Michael Lamont - May 13, 2019 at 08:03 AM

“

Ray was a remarkable man. I was proud to have him as my law partner. Our
condolences to Beth.
Tom and Meralee Beckett

Thomas Beckett - May 11, 2019 at 01:16 PM

“

Beth
I am sorry to hear of Ray’s passing. I ant imagine what you’re going through. Know
you’re in my thoughts
Debbie

debbie - May 09, 2019 at 06:14 PM

“

Beth: On behalf of Phyllis and myself, our deepest sympathies to you on the loss of
Ray. An amazing man who always had the best interests of Hamilton in his heart and
on his mind. His drive and enthusiasm were elemental, almost a force of nature.
Though I hadn't seen him for the last 7-8 years he was often in my thoughts. I felt
privileged to have had the opportunity to know and work with him during the fountain
project. Truly a great man who will be missed. Peace and comfort be with you.

Dennis Missett - May 09, 2019 at 03:51 PM

“

Fortunately, I never appeared before Judge Ray Harris, but I was fortunate to be a
classmate of student Ray Harris, not once, but twice before the beginning of his amazing
career in law.
We graduated from Delta in 1959, and later as Mechanical Technologists from The
Hamilton Institute of Technology (H.I.T.), now Mohawk College, in 1962. It has been said
that he ‘adored theatre and music’. That was evident in the memorable H.I.T. production of
“Gypsy” (In an all-male cast, Ray played ‘Rose’). He was also a gifted pianist.
Although we never got together since graduation, I proudly followed his impressive, but not
surprising, legal career.
Ed Margueratt
Burlington
Edward Margueratt - May 30, 2019 at 12:07 AM

